Rector's Circle 


dD’ Friend of the University 


I feel that, as patrons of the 
University, it is important that you be kept fully 
abreast of the directions that Concordia is 
pursuing. The most significant aspect of our mis- 
sion is the development and dissemination of 
knowledge for our own community and the society 
surrounding us. In line with this, I felt it an 
opportune time to outline some of the important 
academic issues facing the University at the pre- 
sent time and in the future. 


I would like to outline two issues of importance 
for the University; issues in which we intend to 
continue our pursuit of excellence. The promotion 
of academic innovation and interdisciplinarity and 
the enhancement of teaching skills and resources 
are decisive issues in determining Concordia’s 
direction and success in the future. 


Academic innovation is pivotal to the develop- 
ment of responsive new programmes and services 
to our students and our other constituent commu- 
nities. This past spring we had the pleasure of 
implementing the first award cycle for the Seagram 
Fund for Academic Innovation. We are grateful to 
Mr. Charles Bronfman and the Seagram Company 
for their generous endowment of this important 
programme. 


In the initial round of awards the fund awarded 
monies to initiatives involving a wide range of 
endeavours, ranging from integration of the 
handicapped through the theatre arts to integrat- 
ing women into history curricula to investigating 
the interaction of music with psychology and 
neurophysiology. Such a breadth of activities can 
only enhance the academic environment at 
Concordia. 


The support of interdisciplinary and socially 
responsive academic activities is important to 
Concordia University and is also important else- 
where. It is due to a recognition of this importance 
and to cooperation with the federal government 
and the Université du Québec a Montréal (UQAM) 
that we were able to establish a Joint Chair in 
Intercultural, Ethnic and Race Relations Studies. 


The Joint Chair will integrate well with our own 
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academic environment through cooperation with 
several departments and units, such as the Centre 
for Community and Ethnic Studies in the 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology. 
Collaboration with UQAM, the federal govern- 
ment and local communities will further our 
integration into the local academic and social 
environment. The receipt of $400,000 from the 
federal government indicates its confidence that 
we have the academic and social qualifications to 
address important social issues. 


Promoting academic innovation and the devel- 
opment of knowledge is one part of our mission. 
Another part is the dissemination of knowledge: 
teaching. At Concordia, we take pride in our 
tradition of offering quality undergraduate pro- 
grammes and teaching. This is something which 
we have always done well, but because we do 
something well does not mean that we should stop 
trying to do it better. Such is the pursuit of 
excellence. 


There are many ways to approach the enhance- 
ment of teaching in higher education and 
Concordia has already begun the process with the 
development of policies designed to evaluate the 
quality of teaching, to reward good teachers and to 
improve teaching skills. 


Strengthening Concordia’s teaching perfor- 
mance can be undertaken in several ways: by 
emphasizing the value and importance of good 
pedagogy in higher education; by assessing current 
teaching practices at all levels — individual, 
departmental, Faculty, and institutional; and by 
providing resources to support the enhancement of 
teaching skills and tools. 


The recent formation of the Committee for the 
Enhancement and Recognition of Teaching and our 
ongoing efforts to improve our assessment and 
evaluation of academic programmes through 
regular periodic appraisal are but two examples of 
our drive to enhance the quality of education 
offered to our students. 


If universities are repositories of knowledge, 
then we must improve the means through which 
we share and disseminate it. We constantly 
emphasize the importance of learning how to learn 
and teaching how to learn to both students and 


faculty; the time has now come to emphasize the 
importance of learning how to teach and teaching 
how to teach, because they are, in fact, two sides of 
the same coin. 


Innovation and teaching have always been hall- 
marks of our University. Through programmes 
which coordinate academic development across 
sectors, disciplines and institutions, we can contin- 
ue to reach out to the entire society which we 
serve. As muchas they are part of our traditions, 
innovation and teaching are part of our future. 


Before leaving you I would like to mourn the 
passing of a member of the Concordia family. Mr. 
W. Earle McLaughlin, Chancellor of the University 
from 1982 to 1986, died recently in Montréal. His 
energy and commitment to Concordia was critical 
in our maturing as an institution and taking our 
place in the Canadian university community. He 
will be greatly missed for his contribution to 
Concordia and to Canada. 

Dr. Patrick Kenniff 
Rector and Vice-Chancellor 


'Hard-hat" tour of the new library complex 


ector’s Circle and external Board of 

Governors members joined faculty, stu- 

dent and staff representatives on Senate 
and the Board of Governors for a “hard-hat” tour 
of the new library complex on the weekend of 
October 19th. 


With a spectacular view of the downtown sky- 
line as a backdrop (photo), Rector’s Circle Charter 
Members Leonard and Bina Ellen join Rector 
Patrick Kenniff on the building’s 10th floor. 


The $65 million project contains approximately 
half a million square feet (gross) for study space, 
seminar and conference rooms, faculty offices and 
all of the library facilities presently housed in four, 


widely scattered downtown locations. 


The ground floor of the complex features a 
spacious (50,000 square feet), naturally-lit, 24-foot- 
wide interior street and community space known 
as Place Concordia. Place Concordia will house the 
University Art Gallery, bookstore, student admin- 
istrative services area (Admissions, Registrar’s 
Office and Financial Aid), a dining area with casse- 
crotite, and a 200-seat cinema for teaching, 
conferences and for the Conservatory of 
Cinematographic Art. The entire area is enclosed 
by a six-storey high atrium with large surfaces of 
glass block which provide generous amounts of 
diffused light for the reading rooms and 
community space. 


Quality research despite hard times 


by Karl Jarosiewicz 


hile Canadian research funding agencies 
W:: been forced to slash funding due to 
F insufficient budgets, they are still 
receiving record numbers of applications from 
researchers across the country. As a result, compe- 
tition for funding has become more intense. 


Taking inflation into account, more applicants are 
competing for even less money than before. 


Nevertheless, while the funding pie is shrink- 
ing, Concordia has managed to get itself a larger 
slice. This is a strong indicator of how far our 
University has come in the last few years, and how 
far we can go. 


From the late 1970s until three years ago, the 
national success rate for Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) grant 
applications had gradually fallen from 60 per cent 
to 48 per cent. Two years ago, when a policy shift 
to funding individual researcher’s careers instead 
of individual research projects took effect, the suc- 
cess rate fell to 38 per cent. Last year the rate fell 
even lower to the mid 30 per cent level. Roughly 
one in every three applicants could expect SSHRC 
funding. 


During this same period, Concordia’s success 
rate has gone up relative to the national rate. 
Concordia was justly proud, three years ago, that 
its success rate for SSHRC grants had risen to 
within two to four percentage points under the 
national average. When the national average 
dropped again last year, Concordia maintained a 
ranking approximately 5 to 8 percentage points 
above this. 


Jack Lightstone, Associate Vice-Rector, 
Academic Research, indicated that close to half of 
Concordia applicants received exactly what they 
asked for from SSHRC this year. The rest of the 
applicants got between one-half and two-thirds of 
their requests. Concordia received a total of 
$1,083,670 in external funding from SSHRC for the 


1991-92 academic year. 


Three years ago, two to four of the 30 to 35 
Concordia applicants could expect no funding at 
all, even though they were recommended for 
funding by SSHRC’s own adjudicator committees. 
In 1989-90, those applicants who re-applied for 
grants after an initial refusal were 80% successful 
at receiving funds. 


In addition to a higher success rate, the number 
of grant applicants has increased dramatically. 
This year, 84 Concordia researchers applied for 
SSHRC funding. This is more than twice the num- 
ber of applicants two years ago. This clearly shows 
that the quality of research has steadily increased. 


The National Science and Engineering Research 
Council (NSERC) has had a policy similar to 
SSHRC for many years. Despite this policy, 
Concordia’s Faculty of Engineering and Computer 
Science continues to perform well above the 
national average. An impressive 90% of the faculty 
members have received NSERC grants. Concordia 
received a total of $3,906,959 in outside NSERC 
funding for 1991-92. 


Concordia recently won six of NSERCs top 20 
awards, representing the largest money prizes. 
This is an amazing feat. Lightstone attributes this 
strength to “remarkable initiatives by individual 
researchers, a number of departments and research 
centres, and the Faculty as a whole.” 


On the provincial level, Concordia’s success 
rate with respect to Québec’s Fonds pour la forma- 
tion de chercheurs et l'aide a la recherche (FCAR) 
grants jumped from 29% in April 1990 to 41% in 
April 1991 for a total of $2,598,001. 


In summary, Concordia has come a long way 
since the late 1970s. We can go even further with 
the right funding. As Lightstone remarked, “we 
are doing well across the board, even during these 
bad times.” 


Plaque to honour the Late Chancellor 
Emeritus McLaughlin unveiled in Concert 
Hall foyer 


Rector Patrick Kenniff hosted a plaque unveiling cere- 
mony recently in the foyer of the Concert Hall to honour 
the late Chancellor Emeritus W. Earle McLaughlin, 
O.C., and also Royal Bank of Canada, of which 
McLaughlin was formerly Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer. The inscription on the plaque reads: 
“The foyer of the Concert Hall was made possible 
through the generous contribution of Royal Bank of 
Canada in honour of W. Earle McLaughlin (1982-86).” 
Ethel McLaughlin and Royal Bank of Canada Chairman 
and CEO Allan Taylor were also in attendance. 


University Calendar of Events 
1991-92 


RECTOR'S CIRCLE ANNUAL DINNER 
For members of the Rector’s Circle. On Thursday, April 9th, 


1992. Cocktails at 7:00 p.m. at the University Club, 2047 
Mansfield Street. For more information, please contact 
Christopher Hyde at (514) 848-4856. 


ONGOING EVENTS 


Conservatoire d’art cinématographique 
Regular presentations of répertoire films ($2.75 
including taxes). Open to the general public. All 
showings in the Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Boulevard West. For more infor- 
mation and listings, call (514) 848-3878. 


Visual Arts Building Gallery 

Weekly exhibits of undergraduate student 
works. 1395 René-Lévesque Boulevard. For 
information, call (514) 848-4676. 


Bourget Building Gallery 

Weekly exhibits of graduate student works. 1230 
Mountain Street. For information, call (514) 848- 
4607. 


Contemporary Dance: Student 
Productions 
For information, call (514) 848-4740. 


OTHER EVENTS 


Concordia Concert Hall 

7141 Sherbrooke Street West (Loyola Campus). 
For ticket information and the full schedule of 
concerts, call (514) 848-7928. 


December 5th: Charles Ellison - Faculty 
Concert - Jazz 

December 7th: Concordia Orchestra - 
Children’s Christmas Concert 

December 8th: Liselyn Adams - Trios for flute, 
cello and piano 

December 10th: Concordia Choir 

December 13th: Christmas in Brass - Montreal 
Brass Ensemble 

December 20th: Dave Turner Ensemble - 
Faculty Concert 

January 9th: Liselyn Adams - Baroque 
Triosonatas 

January 16th: Philharmonie des vents du 
Québec (Jouer dans I’ile series) 

January 18th: Joe Sullivan Ensemble - Faculty 
Concert (Jazz) 

January 22nd: Chong Liao - pianist 

January 25th: Jeri Brown - Faculty Concert - 
Jazz Vocalist 


Department of Theatre 


December 4th to 7th 

jitterbug Carnival by Tom Robbin. Directed by 
Eileen Sproule. At the F.C. Smith Black Box 
Theatre on the Loyola Campus, 7141 Sherbrooke 
Street West at 8:00 p.m. Free performance; first 
come, first served. 


December 11th to 15th 

Thieve’s Carnival, by Jean Anouilh. Directed by 
Gerry Gross. At the D.B. Clarke Theatre, in the 
basement of the Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Boulevard West. Admission $6, 
students and seniors $4. For more information, 
call the Department of Theatre at (514) 848-4742. 


Lonergan College 

Open discussions for faculty, students and the public 
at Lonergan College, 7302 Sherbrooke St. West. 
Refreshments from 3:30 to 4:00, discussion 4:00 to 
5:30 p.m. 


December 5th: 

“Poland - Present and Future: Two Personal 
Views” with Andrew Kawezak, Canadian Polish 
Congress and George Turski, Department of 
Philosophy, Concordia. 


Concordia Art Gallery (Mezzanine of the 
Henry F. Hall Building.) 


Until December 7th: 

Susanna Heller: Recent paintings 
December 12th - January 25th: 
Selections from the Permanent Collection 


Athletics 
(for more information call (514) 848-3860) 


Men’s Basketball 


November 30th- Laurentian at Concordia 
December Ist - Queen’s at Concordia 


Women’s Basketball 
January 10th - McGill at Concordia 
January 14th - Bishop’s at Concordia 


Rector's Circle Membership 


Charter Members 


J]. Brian Aune 

David & Stephanie Azrieli 
Lawrence & Fran Bloomberg 
John G. Bourne 
Michael A.S. Boxer 
William E. Bradford 
Robert J. Brodrick 
Maurice Cohen 
Murray Couture 

David Crevier 

Gerald Daoussis 

Paul J. DesLauriers 
Paul Desmarais 

John N. Economides 
Leonard & Bina Ellen 
W. Charles Ellison 
Stanley G. French 
Louis B. Gascon 

P. André Gervais 
Anita Goodman 

Peter A. Gordon 
Thomas O. Hecht 
Andrew Homzy 

Peter & Morag Howlett 
Paul & Lily Ivanier 
Michael Jalbert 

E. Leslie Jowett 

Patrick Kenniff 


E. Leo Kolber 

Theodore & Irene Lande 

]. Michael Little 

Reford & Natalie MacDougall 
Andrew S. Matthews 

The Late W. Earle McLaughlin 
Donald W. McNaughton 
Michael R. Minkoff, Jr. 
N.P.V. Nair 

P.K. Gajalakshmi Nayar 
Jean H. Picard 

Richard & Carolyn Renaud 
Miriam Roland 

Thiagas S. Sankar 

Samuel H. Schecter 

Richard & Priscilla Schmeelk 
William W. Stinson 

M.N. Srikanta Swany 
Ernesto Vitienes 

José Vitienes 

Gerald J. Wareham 

The Late Colin W. Webster 
Lorne C. Webster 

Jonathan & Susan Wener 
William H. Wilson Jr. 

Susan Woods 

Melvin C. Zwaig 


Annual Members 


Alain Benedetti 
Frank S. Borowicz 
Lindsay Crysler 
Dominic D'Alessandro 
André R. Desmarais 
Keith Eaman 
Christopher D. Hyde 
Peter Rowe Johnson 
Frank Knowles 

Anne Langstadt 
Irving Layton 

George F. Lengvari 
Andrew Levinson 
Irving & Rona Levitt 
Allan C. & Judi Levitt 
Mary E. Matthews 
Hugh J. & Josephine McQueen 
Cornelia Molson 

Eric Molson 
Raymond Ouimet 
Peter Quinlan 
Howard Ripstein 
Michele Riva 

Ronald G. Rogers 
Rose Sheinin 

Brian & Ellen Steck 
Jessie Stewart 

Claude I. Taylor 
Stanley Tucker 
William ILM. Turner 


Seagram Fund grant winners reflect 
Concordia’s Creativity wy Lavrie Zack 


fy he Seagram Fund for Academic 
Innovation, established at Concordia in 
May 1989 by the Seagram Company Ltd., 
recently announced its 1990-91 winners. The Fund 
provides seed money for interdisciplinary projects 


involving research, creation or academic develop- 
ment. 


More than $160,000 in first-year funding was 
made available for six projects at the University. 
Concordia’s 1990-91 winners are a strong reflection 
of the innovative and valuable work being 
conducted by the University faculty. 


The winners of first-year seed funding for pro- 
jects beginning March Ist, 1991 (with second-year 
funding available upon approval) are: 


Mair Verthuy, Associate Professor, Département 
d'Etudes frangaises: “L’écriture migrante au Québec, 
1960-1979: vers une compréhension mutuelle”. 
Through a study of migrant (first generation, 
native and immigrant) women’s writings and 
related critical response (from the period of the 
Quiet Revolution until 1979), the project seeks to 
increase understanding and build better ties 
between cultural communities, native people and 
the Francophone majority in Québec. 


Sylvia d’Appollonia, Adjunct Assistant Professor, 
Centre for Studies of Classroom Processes: 
“Cooperative Networking: Ways of Facilitating 
Understanding in the Sciences”. The project's goal is 
to explore the nature of students’ comprehension 
difficulties and to develop ways of helping them 
increase their levels of achievement. Cooperative 
learning strategies will be stressed. 


Rosemarie Schade, Assistant Professor, 
Department of History: “The Development of 


Materials Towards the Creation of an Inclusive 
Curriculum”. The project's goal is to gather 
biographical and other teaching resource material 
to update and review History Department course 
offerings to make them inclusive of women, native 
people and other visible minorities. 


Norman Segalowitz, Associate Professor, 
Department of Psychology: “The Leonardo Project 
(an interdisciplinary inquiry into the nature of 
advanced musical performance)”. The project is an 
interdisciplinary study of advanced musical 
performance that brings together the perspectives 
of cognitive psychology, neurophysiology and 
music pedagogy. Specialized computer hardware 
to interface with a piano generously provided by 
the Falcone Piano Company of Boston will be used 
in the project. 


Katherine Tweedie, Associate Professor, 
Department of Photography and Printmaking: 
“A Public Inquiry into the Matter of ‘Surrogate 
Motherhood’”. The project will produce a video 
about the ethical and legal issues arising in 
contract motherhood in the setting of a fictional 
public hearing examining an adversarial case. 


Bernie Warren, Associate Professor, Department 
of Theatre: “Integration through the Theater Arts: 
Research and Development of a summer Institute at 
Concordia University”. Based on a two-year pilot 
study, the aim of the programme is to develop a 
model which encourages the integration of the 
disabled within their community through partici- 
pation in theatre arts. A major project goal is to 
establish a summer institute on integration 
through the theatre arts at Concordia University. 


Federal government contributes $400,000 to creation of 
joint Concordia/UQAM Intercultural Chair 


This generous donation marked the first contri- 
bution towards the $1 million endowment fund 
needed to establish the Chair. 

The two universities have joined their efforts in 
acommon structure to develop programmes to 
respond to issues concerning social relations and 
communication among the diverse ethno-cultural 
and racial groups which compose Québec society. 
The Chair will address itself to students at the 
undergraduate and graduate level, professors pur- 
suing research and, through initiatives such as 
seminars and conferences, various social, business 
and media groups. 


The Hon. Gerry Weiner (left), Minister for Multiculturalism and Citizenship, presented a contribution of $400,000 to 
Claude Corbo (right), Rector of Université du Québec a Montréal (UQAM), and Patrick Kenniff (centre), Rector of 
Concordia University, towards the creation of a joint Concordia/ UQAM Chair in Intercultural, Ethnic and Race 


Relations Studies. 


The Rector's Circle 
Newsletter serves the mem- 
bership of the Rector's 
Circle at Concordia 
University. It is edited bi- 
annually by Hugh W. 
Brodie of the Office of the 
Rector, Laurie Zack of the 
Public Relations Office, 
and Carole Kleingrib, 
Office of University 
Advancement, who may be 
contacted at 514/848-4845 
and 848-4856 


Comments and suggestions 
are welcome. 
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1455 de Maisonneuve 
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